
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Northwest Michigan Council of Governments is a ten county public organization servicing 
the counties of Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, Emmet, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Manistee, 
Missaukee and Wexford, providing:

! Regional Planning
! Economic Development
! Workforce Development
! Convening services for business, governmental, and nonprofit entities
! And a website full of information  www.nwm.org 

The Regional Planning and Community Development Department works on the following 
issues:

! Community and Economic Development
! Transportation Planning
! Energy and Environmental Management 
! Forum for intergovernmental and public/private communication and coordination
! New Designs for Growth/Land Use
! Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Mapping

The Solid W aste Advisory Committee  (SWAC) that is coordinated and facilitated by Patty 
OÕDonnell, Regional Planner, is a standing committee of the Northwest Michigan Council of 
GovernmentsÕ Board of Directors.  The Committee is comprised of the County Solid Waste, 
Recycling, Resource Recovery, or Department of Public Works staff, or their appointed 
designee employed by the county government.  Where a member unit of government has no 
such employee it may appoint a representative from their solid waste councils or committees 
or volunteers, or choose not have membership on the Committee.  Other units of government 
such as Tribal, Township, City and Villages that have programs or projects also participate in 
the meetings and activities.

The SWAC meets on a regular basis to learn and discuss:
¥ Legislative updates from the State of Michigan
¥ Presentations on various topics such as waste reduction, trash burning, recycling, 

waste reuse, computer recycling, climate and waste, unwanted medicines disposal, 
buying recycled products, etc. 

http://www.nwm.org
http://www.nwm.org


¥ Disaster Debris Planning Template developed for the Counties.
¥ Toured the Emmet County facility.
¥ Community updates: program successes, problems, ideas, regional concerns, 

networking.
¥ The Committee held a Recycling Forum in the fall of 2007 with state Senator 

Michelle McManus, Representative Gary McDowell, MI Department of 
Environmental Quality Waste Division staff, and local programs from Emmet and 
Benzie Counties.

Patty OÕDonnell is also on the Michigan Solid Waste 
Advisory Committee to implement the revised Michigan 
Solid Waste Policy, which she participated in the past 
two years.

The Northwest Michigan Council of Governments has 
also developed a Northwest Michigan Sustainable 
Business Forum  that educates the business 
community about waste issues in the form of 
Seminars/Workshops, Technical Assistance, Research, 
and Networking.  The Forum has provided the 
following workshops/events: w w w . n w m s b f . o r g

! Environmental Management Systems (small/large)
! Energy Efficiency/Conservation/Green Energy
! Pollution Prevention
! Environmentally preferred purchasing
! Waste Reduction
! Green Lodging and Green Meetings
! Biofuels
! Restaurant and Food Hospitality Pollution Prevention
! And More!

If anyone would like to be on the SWAC email list or the Northwest Michigan Sustainable 
Business Forum please contact Patty OÕDonnell at 231-929-5039 or 
pattyodonnell@nwm.cog.mi.us.

 
M a n i s t e e  A r e a

Nita Guenthardt Little Riv er Band Economic Dev elopment

375 Riv er St. Manistee MI 49660

231-398-6806

nguenthardt@lrboi.com

Kevin Mulvihill Abonmarche Consultants

361 First St. Manistee MI 49660

231-723-1198

kmulvihill@abonmarche.com
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